Meeting Minutes Conservation

Commission

Held at the Office of the Select Board
20 Memorial Drive, New Braintree

March 1, 2018

PRESENT: Joanne Thompson, Corwin Castonguay, Tree Goulet, Judith Schmidt, DEP, and Thadeus
Soule, consultant, NexAmp.NBCC Site walk report- Summit Farm Solar Project

Starting on Barre Cutoff Rd., we investigated the area where the stormwater basin is proposed. Many
wetland species were noted, including sensitive fern, silky dogwood, willow, steeplebush, sedges and
swamp dewberry. Soil samples were taken approximately 30’ from the waterway. They showed a
mottled subsoil, orange with a background greyish orange, indicating hydric conditions. Question arose
regarding whether the area is a jurisdictional BYW. The stream channel has been manipulated over
time for agricultural purposes.

A high berm with many older trees and shrubs is located at the top of field near the property line. On
the adjourning property is a vernal pool/wetland area. BVYW near berm is indicated by wetland plant
species including phaleris grass, spirea, and rushes. The soil samples from this area show soil that is
black on top with grey mottling in the subsoil. It appears more hydric than near Barre Cutoff Rd. The
BVW appears periodically throughout the channel course as indicated by plants and soil samples.

Some points to consider:

The area meets criteria for jurisdictional BVW from berm to near Barre Cutoff Rd.
Roadway coming across channel needs to be compensated.

Erosion control along narrow part of channel should be considered.

Stormwater basin can’t be in wetland vegetated bowl.

Thadeus will discuss findings with Denny Long and NexAmp. Adjusted plan will be considered when it is
presented.



